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AZTAC NOTES


June 10, 2009  ICF/MR TASK FORCE MEETING

Child Welfare Training Center Auditorium

Prepared by Mary Anne Haschert
Welcome and Introduction

The meeting began with introductions around the room.  

********

Program Updates, Pam Kuhno:

· Issues such as ICF/MR regulation revision remain on the horizon, but have been on hold due to ODP’s work toward payment through Treasury for the MR waiver programs.  

· The ICF/MR Division is adding a new staff person who will be working with Ellen Wagner providing technical assistance across the staff, including review of requests for enhanced staffing.

· No one was in attendance from ODP Policy, but a status list was provided (see handouts).  If anyone needs the bulletins, ODP will send them out in electronic format upon request.

· The “Appeals Process for Individuals Living in ICFs/MR” bulletin is in its final stages and will be out for public comment very soon.  All are encouraged to read carefully and submit comments.

· The “ICF/MR Level of Care Assessment” bulletin will be soon circulated within the Department for comments.

********

Fiscal Updates, Larry Finck:

· Larry emphasized that providers need to read the instructions prior to the completion of cost reports and budgets.  He expressed frustration that there has been an increase in the number of revisions and corrections needed.

· Bryan Marstellar transferred to another job.

· Providers should not expect an inflationary increase for FY 09-10 rate setting.

· ICF/MR Assessments must now be paid via ACH withdrawals.  The payments are due quarterly, and in the last quarter, they are due May 25, June 25, and July 25.  When the due date falls on a weekend or holiday, the payment is due on the first business day thereafter.  Fines for late payments have not yet been imposed; however, the fine is $1,000 per day according to the regulation.

********

Waiver Requests for Enhanced Staffing, Ellen Wagner

A draft form was distributed (see handouts).  This form will be required whenever a waiver request is for enhanced staffing, beginning with the FY 09-10 requests.  This form, which requires signature, is in addition to the regular waiver forms, attachments, and other documentation that is required for a waiver submission.  You may not change the form other than to insert lines as needed (it will be distributed electronically).  All questions must be answered.  The new staff person mentioned above will be dedicated to looking at these requests.  






     ********
Bed Rails Safety, Carol Miele

Carol Miele of White Haven Center provided a presentation on bed rails safety best practices.  This has been an area that both CMS and DOH have been placing a lot of emphasis.  Safety considerations must be made as well as the restrictive nature of the bed rails.   She stated that there has been a paradigm shift for the removal of bed rails (side rails) and looking for alternate means.  White Haven is rolling out a new policy. (See handouts.)

A large provider stated that they had been cited for bed rails.  That agency has developed a “pre-risk” assessment.  They were told that because bed rails are restrictive, you must have approval of your human rights committee.  They have gone from 225 bed rails down to 15.  They are using alternatives.

Staff and family members were concerned about the removal.  

Bed rails are restrictive and can be dangerous.   Bed rails should not be used as an alternative for other solutions.

A question was asked about children who are diagnosed with profound MR, are nonambulatory and have other diagnoses.  If these children cannot get out of bed anyway, is it necessary for the rails to be approved by the Human Rights Committee.  The answer to the question was not clear to me, but Ms. Miele stated “If the rails are being used to prevent falls, then it is restrictive.”






     ********
Pam Kuhno stated that they hope to have programmatic presentations at future task force meetings.  Providers also encouraged to do presentations and to share best practices.  

Jill Morrow and Sean McCall are in beginning phases regarding structured training about people who are getting older.   Population is aging, experiencing declines in health and changes.  Clinical folks are starting to pull together training for support staff.  Topic will be coming in the future.

One of the main concerns from the Department of Health is risk of falls.  Fall prevention will be a presentation at an upcoming Task Force Meeting.  

ODP also welcomes suggestions for future meetings

The next scheduled ICF/MR Task Force Meetings are: September 9, 2009 and December 2, 2009.
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Special note:  The above notes are prepared to the best of my knowledge and are based upon my own understanding of the discussion at the ICF/MR Task Force meeting.  The primary purpose of these notes is to provide you with a summary of the information and discussion, particularly if you or co-workers were unable to attend the meeting.  These notes have not been confirmed by the Office of Development Programs.  Be advised that you should seek additional confirmation if you intend to make major decisions that impact your program(s), which are in part, based upon the information contained in these notes.  


 –Mary Anne Haschert, President, AZTAC
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